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Thanksgiving Day 2009 News Release

What do the colors mean for drivers?

Traffic analysts looked at how many cars were on the road on past Thanksgiving weekends.
The vertical axis shows how many cars are projected to be on the road for each hour (shown
on the horizontal axis). As the graphs turn from green to yellow, drivers can expect some
congestion. At the hours shown as red, traffic analysts predict travel will reach capacity for
that stretch of roadway. Once a roadway reaches capacity, any small incident can cause
significant backups.

What about the black line?

The black line running from left to right show typical traffic. This gives drivers more
information on how the Thanksgiving 2008 holiday weekend travel may relate to a typical fall
weekend.

Check the graphs below to find the best times to travel on 1-5 south of Olympia through
Chehalis/Centralia.

I-5 Northbound Tuesday Nov 24, 2009
Typical Traffic Volume Chehalis to Olympia

2500

2000

1500

1000

500

0
4 5 6 7 8 91011121 2 3 4 5 6 7 &8 9101
AM iPM

Light Moderate to Expect congestion or __Meraga Mow.
traffic heavy traffic stop and go traffic Tuesday volume

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Congestion/ThanksgivingDay/2009/2009charts| 50lympiaCentralia. htm[11/16/2012 11:31:52 AM]


http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/contact/
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/goodtogo/
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/employment/
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/news/
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/
http://service.govdelivery.com/service/multi_subscribe.html?code=WADOT
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Congestion/ThanksgivingDay/2009/default.htm
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Congestion/ThanksgivingDay/2009/default.htm
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/News/2009/11/20_2009_Thanksgiving_travel.htm
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Congestion/
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Congestion/ThanksgivingDay/
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Congestion/ThanksgivingDay/2009/
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/traffic/
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/traffic/
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/business/
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/business/
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/environment/
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/environment/
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/mapsdata.htm
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/mapsdata.htm

WSDOT - Thanksgiving Day Traffic Volume Charts 2009 - -5 South of Olympiathrough Centralia/Chehalis

I-5 Southbound Tuesday Nov 24, 2009
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I-5 Southbound Thanksgiving Thursday, 2009
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I-5 Southbound Saturday Nov 28, 2009
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Thanksgiving Day 2009 News Release
What do the colors mean for drivers?

Traffic analysts looked at how many cars were on the road on past Thanksgiving weekends.
The vertical axis shows how many cars are projected to be on the road for each hour (shown
on the horizontal axis). As the graphs turn from green to yellow, drivers can expect some
congestion. At the hours shown as red, traffic analysts predict travel will reach capacity for
that stretch of roadway. Once a roadway reaches capacity, any small incident can cause
significant backups.

What about the black line?

The black line running from left to right show typical traffic. This gives drivers more
information on how the Thanksgiving 2009 holiday weekend travel may relate to a typical fall
weekend.

Check the graphs below to find the best times to travel on 1-5 from Bellingham to the
Canadian Border.
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WSDOT - Thanksgiving Day Traffic Volume Charts 2009 - I-5 Bellingham to the Canadian Border
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WSDOT - Thanksgiving Day Traffic Volume Charts 2009 - I-5 Bellingham to the Canadian Border

I-5 Southbound Thanksgiving Thursday, 2009
Typical Traffic Volume Canadian Border to Bellingham
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I-5 Northbound Friday Nov 27, 2009
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I-5 Southbound Saturday Nov 28, 2009
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What do the colors mean for drivers?

Traffic analysts looked at how many cars were on the road on past Thanksgiving weekends.
The vertical axis shows how many cars are projected to be on the road for each hour (shown
on the horizontal axis). As the graphs turn from green to yellow, drivers can expect some
congestion. At the hours shown as red, traffic analysts predict travel will reach capacity for
that stretch of roadway. Once a roadway reaches capacity, any small incident can cause
significant backups.

What about the black line?

The black line running from left to right show typical traffic. This gives drivers more
information on how the Thanksgiving 2008 holiday weekend travel may relate to a typical fall
weekend.

Check the graphs below to find the best times to travel on 1-90 between North Bend and Cle
Elum.

I1-90 Eastbound Wednesday, Nov 25, 2009
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1-90 Westbound Thanksgiving Thursday, 2009
Typical Traffic Volume from Cle Elum to North Bend

No backups or delays expected.

I1-90 Eastbound Friday, Nov 27, 2009
Typical Traffic Volume North Bend to Cle Elum
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1-90 Eastbound Saturday, Nov 28, 2009
Typical Traffic Volume North Bend to Cle Elum
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Typical Traffic Volume from Cle Elum to North Bend

No backups or delays expected.
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Traffic analysts looked at how many cars were on the road on past Thanksgiving weekends.
The vertical axis shows how many cars are projected to be on the road for each hour (shown
on the horizontal axis). As the graphs turn from green to yellow, drivers can expect some
. US 2 from Stevens . ) . . .
Pass to congestion. At the hours shown as red, traffic analysts predict travel will reach capacity for
Leavenworth that stretch of roadway. Once a roadway reaches capacity, any small incident can cause
significant backups.

What about the black line?

The black line running from left to right show typical traffic. This gives drivers more
information on how the Thanksgiving 2009 holiday weekend travel may relate to a typical fall
weekend.

Check the graph below to find the best time to travel on US 2 from Stevens Pass to
Leavenworth on Friday, Nov. 27. No travel delays are expected any other day over the
Thanksgiving 2009 holiday weekend.

US 2 Eastbound Friday Nov 27, 2009
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